D
espite its reputation for peace and stability in a troubled region, the East African country of Tanzania is experiencing a rising number of militant Islamist attacks that have targeted local Christian leaders and foreign tourists, as well as popular bars and restaurants. These attacks, which began in 2012, rarely make the headlines of international media. However, they should serve as a wake-up call for U.S. policymakers to increase short-term engagement with Tanzanian officials and support for Tanzanian security agencies to preempt the emergence of a more significant threat to U.S. and international interests in East Africa.
Thus far, the attacks in Tanzania have been relatively unsophisticated.
They have involved crude homemade explosives, handguns, and buckets of acid; they have been focused on poorly protected targets of opportunity;
and they have not resulted in mass casualties. However, as events over the 
Domestic Islamist Militancy
The challenge posed by militant Islamists in Tan Tanzanian government issues a warning of potential al Shabab attacks after 10 Tanzanian nationals were arrested on the Kenya-Somalia border attempting to join al Shabab. 
Somalian Connections, Kenyan Parallels
While domestic Islamist militancy in Tanzania is concerning in and of itself, it is the threat that Islamist militants there may link up with their regional and global counterparts that poses the greatest threat.
Evidence is growing-including the discoveries in According to a study drafted for the Canadian Security States must balance its security commitments across the globe, doing too little too late risks the need for a major response once a successful attack is conducted.
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